
November 10, 2020 

Senator William Brownsberger 
Senate President Pro Tempore 
State House, Room 319 
Boston, MA  02133 
 
Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz 
State House, Room 111 
Boston, MA  02133 
 
Senator Bruce Tarr 
Senate Minority Leader 
State House, Room 308 
Boston, MA  02133 

 
Representative Claire Cronin 
House Chair, Joint Committee on the Judiciary 
State House, Room 136 
Boston, MA  02133 
 
Representative Carlos Gonzalez 
State House, Room 26 
Boston, MA  02133 
 
Representative Timothy Whelan  
State House, Room 542 
Boston, MA  02133 

 

Dear Conferees, 

Thank you for serving as conferees on S.2820 and H.4886, An Act to reform police standards and shift 

resources to build a more equitable, fair and just commonwealth that values Black lives and 

communities of color. 

  

The signators of this letter write relative to H.4886, Section 84A to establish a special legislative 

commission on emergency hospitalizations, Section 12 of Chapter 123 of the General Laws. Specifically, 

the commission would be charged with studying how often emergency hospitalizations are used by law 

enforcement professionals; the impact of emergency hospitalizations on law enforcement resources; 

creating best practices for coordination of services for hospitalized individuals by law enforcement and 

medical professionals; and determining how to reduce police interactions with individuals frequently 

subject to emergency hospitalization. 

  

As medical associations, we appreciate the inclusion of the Mass Medical Society and the Mass Nurses 

Association on the Commission. However, we strongly believe that our organizations would benefit the 

work of the Commission and respectfully request inclusion as well, in the event the conference 

committee includes this provision in its final report. Psychiatry, emergency medicine and acute care 

hospitals deal with Section 12 transfers frequently and should be represented on any commission 

looking at the interface of law enforcement and emergency psychiatric evaluation and treatment. 

  

A good model for this proposed Section 12 special commission is a previous Section 35 commission, on 

which all of our organizations, emergency medicine, psychiatry and hospitals, were represented along 

with legislators, the Baker administration, law enforcement, and the judicial system. We believe 

mirroring that structure for Section 12 is worthwhile, even if this focus is specifically on the interface 

between law enforcement and section 12. Another point in support of our request for inclusion is the 



fact that it simply makes sense to have emergency medicine, psychiatry and hospitals involved in any 

matters that involve the emergency department. 

  

In conclusion, if the Policing Conference Committee includes H.4886, Section 84A in its final committee 

report, we urge you to expand the commission to include a representative of the Massachusetts College 

of Emergency Physicians, a representative of the Massachusetts Psychiatric Society, and a 

representative of the Massachusetts Health and Hospital Association on the commission. 

  

Thank you 

 

 

Jesse Rideout, MD, FACEP 
President 
Massachusetts College of Emergency Physicians 
 

 

Leigh Simons Youmans, MPH 
Senior Director, Healthcare Policy 
Massachusetts Health & Hospital Association 
 

 
 
Sally Reyering, MD 
President  
Massachusetts Psychiatric Society 
 
 


